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AHMED ZAROO

Faithful

companion

> in Kash-
Marriagesmicos
a fortune, literally, and compatible
alliances are not readily available.
The conflict has only accentu-
ated an already grim situation. But
now there is some hope thanks to
Humsafar (meaning companion), a
marriage and counselling cell that is
run by the Islamic Dawah Centre at
Chattabal in Srinagar.

While the average wedding
expense would come to %5 lakh,
weddings arranged by Humsafar
(about 1,500 since 2005) cost only a
few thousands. The man who made
this possible, Fayaz Ahmed Zaroo,

is a coy-looking cleric who teach-
es Islamic studies at the Islamic
Dawah Centre.

“This idea was approved by
Mufti Naseer Ahmed Qasmi, who
heads the centre, during a discus-
sion on societal evils,” says Zaroo.
Those who wish to marry without
any extravagance get the con-
sent of their parents and register
with Humsafar by paying ¥400.
Initially, youth from lower middle
class families signed in, but now
the concept has been embraced by
the affluent as well. In fact, well-
off Kashmiri parents living abroad
are increasingly approaching
Humsafar for proposals for their
children.

After registration, the families
are provided with a list of pro-
spective brides and bridegrooms
based on their preferences. Once
the background verification is
over, the boy and the girl along

h their families are invited for
interaction and counselling.

“Some people pay more out of
their own free will,” says Zaroo.
“We don’t want to turn this into

Fayaz Ahmed Zaroo is the man
behind Humsafar, a marriage
and counselling cell that
popularises low-cost weddings.
While the average wedding
expense comes to 5 lakh,
Humsafar weddings cost only a
few thousands

a business venture. It is all about
easing the burden on the parents
and reforming society.” Humsafar
became a success because the
centre could successfully convey
the need for austerity in weddings
by backing it with the teachings of
Islam.

Noor Muhammad Bhat and
his wife, Shameea Akhtar, are all
praise for Humsafar. Marrying a
rich girl was never a problem for
Bhat, who owns a chain of shops
in one of Srinagar’s most expen-
sive markets. But he went the
Humsafar way to choose his life
partner.

“They stress the essence of
marriage, which has been lost in
the din of extravagance in our
society,” says Bhat. Hamid Khan
and his wife, Fatimah Khan,
are indebted to the person who
brought forth this idea. “I am a
government employee, yet the
expenses on my marriage would
have forced my parents into
debt,” says Fatimah. “Because of
Humsafar, all we had to arrange
for was the kehwa (traditional
Kashmiri tea) for eight people
who came with the bridegroom.”

“We stress on the importance
of marriage as a bond of love,
patience and sacrifice,” says
Zaroo. “Our women’s section
holds separate sessions with the
women of the two families as they
play a key role in making the [mar-
ital] relationship a success.” The
centre also holds post-marriage
counselling to help couples cope
with difficult situations that might
arise.

Such has been the impact
of the concept that Humsafar
has opened branches in other
districts like Kupwara and
Anantnag. Says Abdul Samad,
who found a match for his daugh-
ter through Humsafar: “But for
Humsafar, my daughters would
have remained unmarried. I
arranged for their education but
not their dowry.”
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Ratio Speech on Female Foeticide was Excellent -
I the weekly programme of Radjo Kashmir Siagar namely Humsafe, Jenab Fayaz Ahmad Zarroo Sahib spoke
against Female Foetide excellent. The programme that was broadcast on December 23,2011 Fridey at 8:30AM
encouraged us, our mothers and our sisers reatly. The speech was wonderful, excellnt, eloquent, comprehensive,
very beneficial, highly reformative and logicaly rich. ¢
Jenab Fayaz Sahib tod that a Muslim should be happir at the birth of a gir n te family so that it becomes a
refutation of the actofthe people o Jahiyyah, He said that sweets should b distibuted o te famiy members on
receiving the good news about the birth of a baby gr. Jenabd Fayaz Sahib himsefdistibutes sweets t L D Hospita
Srinagar whenever he receives the,news about the birth of il chid o the Humsafar Cell acquaintances as was
mentoned in the said Radio talk. t\(w\('\ - - M\\')
He regreted and described it an injustice that some parents are neglecting teir daughters, while the same parents |
are fufling each and every demand of their sons cheerfull. He wamed tht such injustice creates psychiatric
problems among the girts. ,
He concluded his reformative speech logicaly stessing that when performing Nikah-cum-marriage of a qirl wil
hecome easy, dowry-fee, demandsee and tension-fee, then the heinous crime fie Female Foeticide wil be
completely eradicated from the society.
Jazakumullaht Khalraa o Jenab Fayaz Ahmad Zamoo Salib fo giving voic to the concems and problems ofgr
and their mothers in the electronic media sympathefically.
We aso appreciate the produce of s Radio Programme, Mr,Saleem Ajaz Kapra Sahib, formeking sch a highly
beneficial programme forreforming the sociefy and weare making a request tothe station director of Radio Kashmir
Srinagar, Madam Rukhsana Jabeen Jee,to broadcast this episode of Humszfar agein inthe near future,

From: Rafiqa Reshi, Asiya Gulzar and Rubaya Parray
Students of Govt. College for Women M A Road Stinaga
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