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Pomp and show in marriagesin | I \

| Kashmlr a threat to social fabric’ '

SOUZEINA MUSHTAQ/
ARSHIJAVID

Srinagar, Aug 19:
“The pomp and show
concerning marriages in
Kashmir is a threat to our
social fabric”, goes the
keyword at the reform
| oriented public debate

- organized by Islamic

Dawah Centre (IDC), at

Kak Sarai here on Sun-
day.
The debate con-
I cerned extravagance and
benefits of simple mar-
riages. Only young girls
(married and unmarried)
participated in the de-
bate.
- Debate coordinator,
~ ' Romaisa Roomi urged
| the participants belong-
ing to different aspects
of life to deliberate upon
the concept of marriage
in Islam versus the

present scenario, The de-
| bate threw light on the cata-
strophic and demoralizing
effects of extravagant mar-
riages, the upshot of which
is late marriages.

“The need of the hour is
the metamorphosis of soci-

ety which has plunged into
the darkness of obscenity.

Islam has provided the most
economical and easiest way
for marriages. But to main-

tain the “social status”
people are stepping out
from the basic tenants of

Islam,” said Romaisa, the'

debate coordinator.
One of the reasons of
the ongoing trend of sui-

“cides can be attributed to

the squanderer marriages.
One  participant,
Neelofar said, “Marriages
have become the hub of ob-
scenity, where every girl
looks like a bride and every
guy a groom. Mehend; raat
(the night before marriage)

has become satanic I
night, where young girls |
are encoutaged to dance
in the presence of Na-
mehrums (strangers). |

Another participant, |
Maryam who is an
Aallima said, “On going
marriages are not the mar- |
riages of souls and minds |
but of estates and bank |
balances.”

She further said, |
“That many who cannot |
succumb to their biologi- |
cal needs fall in the web -
of evils. Nikah 1s synony- |
mous with Haya and a |
person who performs a |
simple Nikah will be hon-
ored as a martyr”, she |
added.

The debate ended with |
anote of optimism that we
need to stand together for |
the cause of meking ourso- |
ciety free from the paras1te |
of profligacy and let it liter-
allyprosper




Wasteful mamae exendlture

Seminar on role of women

KT NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, Aug 19: Inan
interesting revelation, Islamic
Dawah Centre (IDC) today
said that extravagant wedding

ceremonies are mostly forced

by women. Quoting the state-
ments of youth, IDC said that
women of the concerned
households compel or motivate

the youth to opt for ostenta-
tious weddings™ which result
into a great deal of social disor-

ﬁde
q While speaking during a
seminar “Role of Women in
0 stopping the Trend of Wasteful
edding ceremonies” today at
Islamic Dawah ,Centre, the

speakers associated with the

«~IDC, said that they have
drawn this conclusion from the
statements which different
youth made after being asked
as to what prompted them to go
for extravagant marriages.

éT he seminar was organised by

5ID
é’ On this occasion about 200
young women had turned up to

Spmuapate in the Seminar. Out

of them, ten women also spoke
bout the topic and highlighted
the various aspects of* prevail-
ing matrimonial market in the
valley.  Those who spoke,
included: Dr Tawheeda Fazli,
Maryam Rasool (Teacher),
Shareefa  Akhtar” (Teacher),
Gousiya Manzoor (Teacher),
Shayista Majeed (Teacher),
Rizwana (Teacher), Souzina
Mushtaq (Scribe), Nilofar

(College ‘Student) and Anam
(College Student). All of them
laid a lot of emphasis on bring-
ing about a change in the val-
ley as far as wedding cere-
monies are concerned. They
opined that such a trend could
be curbed if all the like-minded
people come forward and
throw their weight behind the
efforts which are being made
impede this tendency.

It was unanimously suggest-
ed that boycotting the wasteful
wedding ceremonies is the best
weapon to arrest this trend.
During their speeches, the
young women stressed that
they would boycott every mar-

riage ceremony in their locality

wherein extravagance *would
preferred over simplicity. “It
would be the most ideal and
peaceful way to express the
displeasure about this negative
trend which has eaten into the
vitals of our domestic
economies”’, said almost each
of the speakers. They later
pledged in unison that boy-
cotting the profligate wedding
ceremonies appears to be the
most peaceful protest against
this social evil. They also made
a fervent appeal to the
Kashmiri women and men
especially the younger lot to
spread this message in the
nook and corners of the valley

so that the marriageable young

people and their parents take
benefit from it.
Some of the girls broke

down while appealing the par-
ents of the prospective grooms
not to force the parents of
prospective brides to deliver
dowry, They lamented that a
number of young women are
unable to get a match just
because their parents were
unable to extend dowry.
“Though this trend is going on
over the last many decades, yet
it has not opened our eyes”, the

-speakers said. They however

added that there is a good num-
ber of those people also who

~are dead against dowry and

other useless conventions
relating to matrimony.  Those
who were present on the occa-
sion hailed the organizers for
initiating this move.

They ‘said that more and
more people are getting attract-
ed to the programmes of
Dawah Centre. They said that
they participate in other pro-

. grammes also, “but participat-

ing in such programmes gives
altogether a different feeling.”
Romaisa Romi conducted the

- proceedings all through the

Seminar.

At the end of the pro-
gramme, Moulvi Fayaz Ahmad
Zaroo, Head of the Islamic
Dawah Centre and Hamsafar
Marriage and Counseling
Centre thanked all those who
participated .in the Semjnar.
He also made the announce-
ment that such programmes
would be also organized for
youths.
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The debate con-
| cerned extravagance and
| benefits of simple mar-
| riages. Only young girls

(married and unmarried)

present scenario. The de-
bate threw light on the cata-

*strophic and demoralizing

effects of extravagant mar-
riages, the upshot of which
is late marriages.

“The need of the hour 1s
the metamorphosis of soci-
ety which has plunged nto
the darkness of obscenity.
Islam has provided the most
economical and eastest way
for marriages. But to man-
tain the “social status”
people are stepping out
from the basic tenants of
Islam,” said Romaisa, the
debate coordinator.

One of the reasons of
the ongoing trend of sui-
cides can be attributed to
the squanderer marriages.

.One  participant,
Neelofar said, “Marriages
have become the hub of ob-
scenity, where every girl
looks like a bride and every
guy a groom. Mehend; raat
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night, where young girls |
are encouraged to dance
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“Islam promotes marriages with austerity’

Afsana Rasﬁid

© Srinagar, Aug 19: Pom-
! posity should pave way
. 10 austerity in marriages;
! Masjid is the best place for
performing ‘Nikah' (mar-
i riage);dowershouldbepaid
¢ as per bridegroom’s status
: and dowry system should
: be done away with, These
: were some of the sugges-
 tions put forward during a
 religious corigregation.
{ " Besides, importance and
 religious significance of
{ simplemarriages washigh-
: lighted and extravagance
i in marriages was widely
: debated at the day-longcon-
i gregation” held at Islamic
. Dawah Centre, Kaka Sarie
onSunday. .
Thedebatewasorganised
! by the Girls Wing of the
: Centre and the programme
witnessed good response.
: Doctors, teachers, students
i participated in the debate.
| Marriage was discussed
 in the light of Islam and
i in the present scenario.
+ Describing the marriages
i as devotion towards Allah,
it was stressed that auster-
¢ ity in marriages should be
| followed.
i Purposeoftheprogramme
| was said t0 generate aware-
| ness among the masses
- with reference to marriages.
Stating that the pomposity
in marriages is leading to
Innumerable social evils the

participants  stated
that extravagance in
marriages should be
stopped.

Presenting  her §
views, Shariefa: a
teacher by profes- £
sion and a resident £
of Chattabal said
that innumerable
social evils exist in
the society. “Islam
teaches austerity in
marriages,contrary
to this pomposity
is followed. Nikah
(marriages)is devo-
tion towards Allah,” she
said.

Discussing the stages of
marriage, Shariefa said
that it starts with the selec-
tion of would-be bride and
bridegroom, followed by
marriage ceremony, then
departure of bride and
finally Walima.

“Generallywhathappens
in our society is that at the
very onset, which is at the
time of selection, families
start looking for various
assets of each other and it
has not been permitted by
Islam. In some cases, the
would-be bride and bride-
groom select each other
and the relationship is for-
malised inthé courtoflaw,”
she said.

Shariefaadded thatwhile
performing marriage cer-

- emony many rituals take

place that haveno religious

binding but are vividly fol-
lowed. She stressed that
marriages should be per-
formed in a simple man-
ner.

Neelofar, a second year
studentpointedthat‘Nikah’
has turned entirely a differ-
ent thing in the contempo-
rary society. She was of the
opinion that it has turned
intoa “commodity”.

“It has becorhe more
concerned with taking
and giving dowry than
establishing good rela-
tions. Masjid is the best
place to perform ‘Nikah’.
Meher is important com-
ponent of marriage but it
should be as per the sta-
tus of the would-be bride-
groom. Dowry should be
avoided,” Neelofar said.

Mariam, ateacher bypro-
fessionandaresidentofLal
Bazaar said that ‘Nikah' is

P

Sunnah and it is devotion ¢
towards Allah. “Nikah is
‘Tbadat’ (blessing) but today
ithasbecome ‘Bidat (social 2
evil). Demand has become (’;
important element of mar- #
riages in present scenario,~—
she said. !
Tawheeda,  another
speaker, in her speech said
that unnecessary customs
have laid their impact o
the society. 1
Holding television
responsible, she saidethat
televisionisalmostinevery:
house and the customs fol-
lowed, inmarriageordeath,
are all adapted from televi-
siona i hi
“These customs - are
unnecessary and find no
relevance in Islam. Such
things lead to ‘Bidat’ and-
finally destroys the social
make up of the society,”
she added.
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SRINAGAR, Aug 19: Inan
interesting revelation, Islamic
Dawah Centre (IDC) today
said that extravagant wedding
ceremonies are mostly forced
by women. Quoting the state-
ments of youth; IDC said that
women of the concerned
households compel or motivate
the youth to opt for ostenta-

tious weddings which result.

into a great deal of social disor-
der. :

While speaking during a
seminar “Role of Women in

stopping the Trend of Wasteful -

Wedding ceremonies” today at
Islamic Dawah ,Centre, the
speakers associated with the
IDC, said that they have
drawn this conclusion from the
statements which different
youth made after being asked
as to what prompted them to go
for extravagant marriages.
The seminar was organised by
IDC.

On this occasion about 200
young women had turned up to
participate in the Seminar. Out
of them, ten women also spoke
about the topic and highlighted
the various aspects of prevail-
ing matrimonial market in the
valley.  Those who spoke,
included: Dr Tawheeda Fazli,
Maryam Rasool (Teacher),
Shareefa Akhtar (Teacher),
Gousiya Manzoor (Teacher),
Shayista Majeed (Teacher),
Rizwana (Teacher), Souzina
Mushtaq (Scribe), Nilofar

(College Student) and Anam
(College Student). All of them
laid a lot of emphasis on bring-
ing about a change in the val-

ley as far as wedding cere-

monies are concerned.  They
opined that such a trend could
be curbed if all the like-minded
people come forward and
throw their weight behind the
efforts which are being made
impede this tendency.

It was unanimously suggest-
ed that boycotting the wasteful
wedding ceremonies is the best
weapon to arrest this trend.
During their speeches, the
young women stressed that
they would boycott every mar-
riage ceremony in their locality
wherein extravagance * would

preferred over simplicity. “It
would be the most ideal and
peaceful way to express the
displeasure about this negative
trend which has eaten into the

vitals of our - domestic
economies”, said almost each
of the speakers. They later
pledged in unison that boy-
cotting the profligate wedding
ceremonies appears to be the
most peaceful protest against
this social evil. They also made
a fervent appeal to the
Kashmiri women and men
especially the younger lot to
spread this message in the
nook and corners of the valley
so that the marriageable young
people and their parents tak
benefit from it. '
Some of the girls broke
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down while appealing the par-
ents of the prospective grooms
not to force the parents of
prospective brides to deliver
dowry. They lamented that a
number of young women are
unable to get a match just
because their parents Wwere
unable to extend dowry.
“Though this trend is going on
over the last many decades, yet

it has not opened our eyes”, the

speakers said. They however
added that there is a good num-
ber of those people also who
are dead against dowry and
other useless conventions
relating to matrimony.  Those
who were present on the occa-
sion hailed the organizers for
initiating this move.

They said that more and
more people are getting attract-
ed to the programmes of
Dawah Centre. They said that
they participate in other pro-
grammes also, “but participat- .
ing in such programmes gives
altogether a different feeling.”
Romaisa Romi conducted the
proceedings all through the
Seminar. :

At the end of the pro-
gramme, Moulvi Fayaz Ahmad
Zaroo, Head of the Islamic
Dawah Centre and Hamsafar
Marriage and Counseling
Centre thanked all those who
participated in the Semjnar.
He also made the announce-
ment that such programmes
would be also organized for
youths.
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