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'NRK men seek Kashmm
brides through Humsafar

- ARIF SHAFIWANI

: Srinagar, July 8:
* Many Kashmiris living
abroad have offered to
. marry Kashmiri women
* in an austere way, and
importantly without
. dowry.
: The offers have been
+ received by Humsafar
. Marriage Counseling
. Cell, first-of-its-kind in
* Valley; from many
« Kashmiri youth based in
. America, China, South
* Africa and other foreign
countries.

“One such offer

. came from a Kashmiri

* contractor working in

» South Africa. He 1s earn-

. ing Rs 60,000 per
* ‘month, and desires to
* marry a simple and poor
. Kashmiri girl,” Fayyaz
. Ahmad Zaroo, chairman
- of the Counseling Cell
told Greater Kashmir.
: “There are hundreds
. of girls in Kashmir
+ whose marriages have
. been delayed, as they
. could not give dowry or

* afford the lavish wed-

- dings. The offers from

. conscientious sons of

. the soil are a positive de-
* velopment and an eye-

opener for those Kashmir
youth who demand dowry
and extravagant reception
from parents of the girls,”
Zaroo said.

The Humsafar Mar-
riage Counseling Cell,
he said was formed in
2005 to tackle the prob-
lem of late marriages,
high rate of suicides by
girls and consumption
of narcotic substances
by them. “After a sur-
vey we found many
girls whose parents could
not afford their marriage,
went into depression and
even attempted suicide. So
we formed the Counseling
Cell particularly to facili-
tate their marriage. So
far we have married
over 50 couples,” he
said.

Presently, the cell has
received over 1500 appli-
cations from males and
females. “We note down
what a girl is looking for
and then try to find a suit-
able match from applica-
tions that we receive.
When the families of pro-
spective brides and
grooms agree, we then fa-
cilitate their Nikaah for just
Rs 200, which is not fee
but cost of stationery,” he

However, Zaroo
gives credit to ‘Aalov’
program produced by
Salim Aijaz broadcast
from Radio Kashmir for
success of the cell.

“In the program, we
try to motivate the
people about the hor-
rendous ramifications
of late marriages and
ill-effects of dowry. We
are indebted to Radio
Kashmir for lending us
a helping hand in the
noble cause. Due to the
program we are receiv-
ing offers from across
the Valley to open our
Cells there. Many
people purchased radio
sets just for listening to
the program,” he said.

Zaroo expressed .

hope that due to support
of people, particularly

youth, the Cell will be

able to facilitate timely
marriage of girls and
root-out the menace of
dowry and extrava-
gance in marriages.
“According to an esti-
mate, 40 percent of Val-
ley girls are on verge on
crossing the marriage-
able age limit. So we as
a society have to rise
and lend them a helping
hand,” he added.
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Kashnir’s gr

KT NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, July 17: In
a strange development
Kashmir’s “grand mufti”
Mufti Bashir-u-Din has
asked the authorities of
Radio Kashmir Srinagar to
stop  broadcasting  an
immensely popular pro-
gramme “Aaluv” which was
being  sponsored by
Hamsafar Marriage
Counseling Cell, a sister
concern of Islamic Dawah
Centre.  And yet more
strange reasons have been
given for getting the pro-
gramme stopped.

Hamsafar ~ Marriage
Counseling Cell (HMCC)
has earned great reputation
in terms of forging and
organising matrimonial rela-
tionships with outstanding
austerity. Considered to be a
great sticeess story which is
" billed to create a good
‘mpact on the minds of

spective match-seekers,

the marriage cell seeks to rid
the society from extravagant
and wasteful culture of mar-
riage ceremonies.

The cell is run by a group
of youth including a
women’s wing who take all
the pains to find matches
and later organise the mar-
riage ceremonies in an aus-
fere manner against a mea-
ger sum of Rs 200 registra-
tion fee. The marriage cell
has so far executed more
than 1000 marriages in a
short span of time after it
was established in July
2005, and currently about
2000 cases stand registered
on the rolls of marriage cell.

The minimum Mehar
(Dower) in the marriages
organized by the HMCC has
remained Rs 5000 so far
whereas the maximum
Mehar has not gone beyond
Rs 30,000. And the maxi-
mum cost for entire mar-
riage has so far remained Rs

P IR ST Y Y S W

50,000 while the minimum
cost has been just Rs
15,000. As regards the cate-
gory of visitors to the
HMCC, the cell has attract-
ed people and professionals
from all fields. Even the
Kashmiris, who have gone
overseas, have started uiliz-
ing the services of HMCC.

The marriage cell is regis-
tered under in the office of
Registrar Societies and its
awareness programme runs
in all the districts of the val-
ley and parts of Jammu
province.

In April last year, the mar-
riage cell, in collaboration
with the Radio Kashmir
Srinagar, started a 20-
minute awareness pro-
gramme “Aaluv” for the
mformation of general pub-
lic.

“People were so receptive
to the programme that it
shot into prominence within
no time. We used to counsel

vy ~m—

and Mafti sees red in RES Pro
- Tradliy Rt g \gJeot

people about marriages and
the significance of adopting
austere approach for execut-
ing the marriages... thank
God, after just five or six
episodes, we and the pro-
ducer of the programme
started getting appreciation
letters from the listeners...
the listeners were also send-
ing questions to seek their
replies which used to be
duly answered”, said Fayaz
Ahmad Zaroo, the chief of
the marriage cell.

However, in a strange
development, the “grand
mufti” Mufti Bashir-u-Din
has asked the authorities of
Radio Kashmir Srinagar to
stop broadcasting  this
immensely popular pro-
gramme.

Public circles have
strongly reacted to it saying
Mufti Bashir-u-Din has
“getually felt insecure by the
popularity of - the pro-
gramme  wherein - Mufti
Nazir Ahmad was often
being quoted. Mufti Bashir
has issued a statement today
wherein he has alleged that

.~ the programme “was being

misused by the producer and
the sponsors.”
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viarriage extravagance

Dear Editor: K(f)‘/() 2__0"@'{;‘
This refers to the ongoing
secason of marriages in the val-
ley. Our present system of mar-
riages is lacking the spirit them.
Earlier marriages were consid-
ered as a bond joining the two
souls 1in the heavens. But un-
fortunately it has turned into a
nightmare for the parents. There
are many evil things associated
- with the current wedding cer-:
emonies, which have engulfed:!
the whole society. The menace
of dowry and ever increasing
extravagance have spelt doom.
Consequently, we see su1c1des, =
late mamages and crimes. To
control this ‘social pollution™ ;
one such gesture was made by"
the state government underg
‘Guest Control’ , but that wasj
very short lived, " instead Mar—=
riage Halls have been con--.
structed to provide adeqguate”
amenities to the participants.
On the other hand., the Is/amic
Daawatr Centre’s Srinagar 1is
doing a great job by providing
a platformm where simple mar- .
riages are arranged. i3
Abdeel Hariid Mirv
PG studernt, Deptr. of Cheristry
University of Kashrir
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Athar Parvaiz

SRINAGAR, July 23:  Another
popular programme “SHAHER-
BEEN” is slated to be scrapped by
Radio Kashmir, Srinagar. The station
has already discontinued a popular
programme “Aaluv” — which was
being sponsored by Hamsafar
Marriage Counseling Cell — over a
“lame excuse” that the station had got
a letter from a religious group where-
in it had sought the discontinuation of
the programme.

Reliable sources told Kashmir
Times that the authorities of the radio
station have already got approved the
proposed discontinuation of the pro-
gramme by the higher authorities.
The sources added that there seems to
be some “particular agenda” behind
the proposed scrapping of the pro-
gramme. Sources further said that
even the date from which the pro-
gramme is going to be discontinued,
has also been set.

Sources maintained that the pro-

gramme is going to be discontinued

from August 18 this yedr. This cur-
rent.affairs programme was started by
Radio Kashmir Srinagar in 1998-99
to highlight the problems faced by the
people in various areas of the state
especially in the rural areas. But soon
after its start, the programme became
an instant hit and people in all the
parts of the valley developed a keen
interest in the programme.

For the first time in its history,
Radio Kashmir engaged reporters
from all the districts of the state. The
reportage in the programme would
mostly refer to the problems faced by
the people in remote parts. That is
why the programme became a major
hit in the rural parts of the state there-
by making “Shaherbeen” a household
name in the rural valley and rural
parts of other regions of the state.

The inspiration the title of the pro-
gramme was taken from the much
popular current affairs programme of
BBC Urdu Service in South Asia
“Sairbeen”, the English equitant of
panorama. The Urdu-speaking peo-

_ple all across South Asia are familiar

(&

' t o 0 V

with the signature tune of this pro-
gramme as also those south Asians
who have gone overseas in search of
jobs or business. And so is the tale of
“SHAHERBEEN” in Jammu &
Kashmir. A

In fact a famous Kashmiri broad-
caster, who had been serving in BBC
Urdu Service for a long time and had
got back to Radio Kashmir Srinagar
to play what ultimately proved to be a
small stint of the broadcaster here in
valley, had laid the foundations of

" this programme and had made it an

instant hit. ~ With the speedy risé of
its popularity graph, the programme
also provided a huge fillip to the
advertisement revenue of the radio
Kashmir.

Needless to say, the programme
also lent a great deal of credibility to
the station which it had almost lost
over the years. Even sound bites and
statements of separatist leaders would
be broadcast in the programme in its
initial years. However this practice
was later stopped.

_(Contd. on Page 4, Col. 3) =

Condtiuie d o i
[(J"%wvzr ’Lt(”\,t”("], ;}

@mw

(Contd. from Page 1)

But still the programme
continued to attract 'the
attention of the radio listen-
ers in the state and the hlgh-
er ups of All India Radio in
New Delhi appreciated the
programme. Incidentally,
some broadcast buffs also
opine that the programme
has lost its sheen over the
years. It is believed that the
programme needs to be
improved rather than
scrapped.

Highly placed sources say
that this programme is going
to be discontinued for rea-

sons best known to the peo- .

ple at - the helm.
Interestingly, a few days
earlier, the authorities of
Radio Kashmir decided to
discontinue a very popular
programme “Aaluv” which
was being sponsored by
Hamsafar Marriage
Counseling Cell. The listen-
ers had hailed the pro-

NEWS SCAN

Aaluv out, now Shaherbeen
to go off air

gramme saying it used to
give them a lot of informa-
tion about post and pre-mar-
ital affairs. Religious schol-
ars of highest repute would
educate people about a num-
ber of aspects related with
marriage system in this pro-
gramme which continued
for more than a year
According to Fayaz Ahmad
Zaroo, the Chief of the
Hamsafar Marriage
Counseling Cell, people
were asking a number of
questions regarding the con-
fusion they were having
about the marriage system
and they were satisfactorily
provided answers by the
religious scholars.

But abruptly, the Radio
Kashmir decided to take the
programme off the air. And
at the top of it, the decision
was taken in a strange fash-
ion:

The authorities of the
radio station say that they

received a letter against the
programme due to which
they stopped the pro-
gramme. It is perhaps for the
first time in the history of
broadcasting that a pro-
gramme has been discontin-
ued just because a single let-
ter was received “against it.”

Intriguingly the sources in
radio Kashmir dispute what
the authorities maintain.
Sources affirm that the letter
which the authorities say is
seeking the discontinuation
of the programme, has actu-
ally demanded something
else, not the discontinuation
of the programme “Aaluv.”
Repeated attempts to con-
tact the Station Director
failed. However the Deputy
Director of the Station,
Rafiq Raz, who is also head-
ing a committee constituted
by the Director to look into
the matter, refused to talk
about the issue saying he
was on leave.
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NC cOncern over withdrawal
of radio programmes

KT NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, July 24,
2007: National Conference
spokesman has expressed

deep anguish over report in_
the July 24 edition of Kashmir

Times in which it has been
said  that  Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
» New Delhi is planning to
wind-up the most popular cur-
rent affairs programme airing
from Radio Kashmir Srinagar
“Saharbeen”.

The spokesman in a state-
ment issued here today said
prior to this one more pro-
gramme which was doing
well and was highlighting day
to day problems being faced
by the people in the state
which was airing in the name
of “Aalav” has been closed
down which has led to huge

public resentment.  The -
spokesman said that such a
decision will hamper the inde-
pendent character of pro-
gramme being broadcast by
the otherwise government
controlled All India Radio.
The - spokesman  further
asserted that people have little
faith and they do not rely on
news items broadcast by All
India Radio and over the years
they have reposed their faith
in “Saharbeen” and “Aaluv”
programme which according
to the spokesman  had suc-
cessfully maintained its char-
acter despite all odds.
Spokesman made fervent
appeal to the Minister for
[nformation and Broadcasting
Priyaranjan ©  Dasmunsh;
requesting him that the pro-
grammes be put back on air.
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